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ZERO TOLERANCE FOR ABUSE AGAINST 
REFEREES! Stephen Budai: Chairman Auckland Football 

Federation Referees Association  
I am always grieved to hear of  any kind of  abuse against referees,  I am  always  outraged , when 
such abuse c auses a referee to leave th e field of play  never 

to return to the sport!  
 
There is a huge investment of time and money that goes into 

creating just an interest in refereeing football.  
 

For those who respond to the call, go to training  pass their 

exam s, buy their uniform s, go through the process  of joining 
our association, getting to know new people, learn ing  the 

ropes... the list is endless and all of us have gone through it.  
 

Only to finally arrive to a place where oneôs self worth and 

self esteem is str ipped away due to a player or players, that 
need to be on the receiving end of THE LAWS OF THE GAME!  

 
Referees may differ in personality and ability to take abuse. 

Strong personalities often can take a bit, while others are 
not so thick skinned.  

 

Regardle ss of our individual coping skills , when it comes to 
abuse we all must realise that we are not on the field of play 

to represent our personalities, but we are on the field of play 
to enforce The Laws of the Game!  

 

For the sake of the next referee who will have to control the players that are abusing you, you 
must use the authority and powers given to referees by The Laws of the Game and that is laid 

down by competition rules.  
 

Use of cards, Incident reports is  a must! This empowers the federation  to move ag ainst those who 
are abusing referees.  

 

Our CEO David Parker, (who is a referee himself) stands 100% behind all referees of the 
Federation, as do all of the committee members and competition organisers.  

 
When, as referees we do not act on the field of play  using the powers and authority of the Laws of 

the Game including , cards and making reports, we are preventing the federation as a whole , the 

opportunity to identify and sanction those who are abusing referees.  
 

 
 

Stephen Budai  
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If a referee w ill not take such action dealing with  abuse , against  them , then  I ask ï please , take 
action for those  referees that will eventually face  those same  abusing players. Such action could 

prevent yet another referee leaving the game!  

 
On the other hand, all referees are MUST not  abuse players, or team officials, this includes 

spectators.  
 

There are many options open to our CEO that empowers him to deal with clubs and coaches, even 

spectators.  But only if he has the facts set out in Mis -Conduct Reports and Incident Reports!  
 

If w e do our part on the field of play, then, we will find , that there is a great team standing behind 
all of us in the federation, who  are ready and who  will do their part for us!  

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE RDO: Paul Smith  
 

Referee Coaching and Meetings  
 
Venue - Grafton United Cricket 
Clubrooms -  Victoria Park, Halsey Street 
7.30pm  
 
September  
 
6 th    The Off Season ï what to do? what 
should be done?  
 Presenter ï Kevin Stoltenkamp  
 
13 th   Chairmanôs shout ï last meeting 
for the season  
 
New Members  
 

A very warm we lcome to everyone who has recently joined the AFF Referees:  
 

Mark Alexander   Level 1 course July / August  

Tony Alexander   Level 1 course July / August  
Greg Barker    From United Soccer 1  

Go Choi    Level 1 course July / August  
Damian Cooper   Level 1 course J uly / August  

Dave Doidge    Level 1 August  
George Dumitrache   Level 1 course July / August  

Daniel Eisenhut   Level 1 course August  

Paul Smith  
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Mark Hawkey    Level 1 August  
Alison MacCallum   Level 1 course July / August  

Paul Malan    Level 2 course August  

Naraya n Naiker   Level 1 course July / August  
Tim Skinner    Level 1 course July / August  

David Smalley    Level 1 course July / August  

Congratulations  
Ben Norman successfully completed his NZF Level 2 field tests and has been awarded Badge No 

2200  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZ Football Appointments Panel  
 
Neil Fox has been appointed as the new representative for United Soccer 1, Auckland Football 

Federation and Waikato Bay of Plenty Football. Neilôs role is effective from 1 August 2010 and is 

for a two year term.  
 

Neilôs responsibility is to represent the three regions and includes: 
 

Nomination of all match officials for FIFA refereeing lists  
Appointment, nomination, promotion, demotion for all match officials for:  

FIFA  

International Matches  
New Zealand Football Champi onship (NZFC)  

National Womenôs League (NWL) 
National Menôs Youth League (NMYL) 

NZF Knock Out Cup Competitions quarter finals onwards  
Neil succeeds Craig Borland who did not seek nomination after serving on the panel for 3 years.  
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We thank Craig for  his sterling work, his time and effort and expertise in promoting the interests 

of match officials from the three regions but in particular AFF officials.  

 
We wish Ne il all the best in his new role!  
 

Inspectors Level 1  
Congratulations to:  
 
Greg Barker  
Wayne Buchanan  

Mike Dale  
Stuart Lowry  

Who successfully completed the course and 

passed the examinations ï welcome to the 
world of coaching.  

 

 
Left to right ï Stuart Lowry, Mike 
Dale, Greg Barker, Wayne Buchanan  

 

 

 

 AFF Judicial Committee Decision   

 
Recently the committee adjudicated on a case of misconduct and reported as follows:  
ñ although the committee accepts that in this case the three separate misconduct reports received 

from the referee were not invalid, and that it could therefore proceed with the hea ring, it 

recommends that Auckland Football Federation issues a further general reminder to all AFF 
referee members in regard to the processes and reports required to properly record a second or 

subsequent sending -off offence by a player in the same gameò 
 

Should a situation arise where a player has been sent from the field, that their further  actions 
warrant an incident report to be submitted and that action is of a serious enough nature to be 

deemed, in itself, to be a sending off then we aské. 

 
That you n ote on the incident report the nature of the second offence with exact explicit details, 

facts only, and state ñthe second offence would a sending off offence under the Laws of the 
Gameò (that is a second red card offence) 
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New South Wales Exc hange  
Chris Kerr and Jonathan Price recently travelled to Sydney to continue their referee development.  

They were appointed to referee:  

 
Chris Kerr  
Manly United FC v Sutherland Sharks ï NSW State Premier League  

 
Jonathan Price  
Manly United FC v Sutherland Sharks ï NSW State U20 League  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Kerr so focused on his game does not even notice the Cheerleaders!  
Jonathan  Price is simply pretending he didnôt, deep in thought Jonathan is asking 
himself, ñWhy donôt we have this sort of wel come for our matches at home?ò 

 
 
 


