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I BELIEVE IT IS HAPPENING!   
Stephen Budai:  Chairman Auckland Football Federation 

Referees Centre  
 
I believe that something really exciting is taking 
place!  

We are hearing about it from many different 

quarters, from many sources, where peo ple are 
making an effort to let us know.  

 
They are letting us know that -  

Referees  -  all referees, throughout all grades and 
leagues are truly making an impression by the 

professional manner in which their games are 

being controlled!  
 

There is no doubt tha t this result comes from the 
changes we hav e made to Monday night training . 

 

We used to have training every second Monday 
night with a social me et in between.  

 
We now use every Monday night during the 

season for training and in those training nights 
we ar e using some of the most talented referees 

that have come through our federation  included 

our invited guests who bring their speciality to 
the subject they speak on.  

 
In fact, in order for some of our referees to move 

forward and towards their goals of ach ievement 

in their careers, they must be able to take a 
training night/s.  

 
The impact of these changes is quite clear, we have experienced full meetings, where for 45 

minutes those who are taking the training have the latest computer educational systems , coupled 

with interactive participation from those present.  
 

The positive feed back that is coming through is so encouraging a nd we should receive such 
compli ments with pride!  I know that all those who work hard to make Monday nights a success  

should see suc h results in our referees as a personal achievement of their commitment to our 
federation . 

It  really is happening for us all!  

 

Stephen Budai  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE RDO: Paul Smith  
Referee Coaching and Meetings  
 
Venue -  Grafton United Cricket 

Clubrooms -  Victoria  Park, Halsey 
Street 7.30pm  

 
May/June  

 

31 May 2010  Pre -match 
instructions 

(Official ï 
Unofficial ARôs) 

 
14 June 2010  David Parker 

CEO Auckland 

Football 
Federation  

 (AFF in 
2010/2011 and 
beyond)  

 
 

28 June 2010   Referee to Referee (Hot Topic video discussi on)   
 

REFREEE DEVELOPMENT  
 
Some of you may not be aware of the development activities that AFF Referees have in place. We 

have a number of partners in Australia and New Zealand who assist us to provide opportunities 
for our emerging and talented officials  who we believe have the potential to reach the very top.  

 

NZ Football   Stage 2 and 3 Referee Development Academy  
   (held at the NZ Secondary Schools National Tournament)  
 
Brisbane Football  Referee exchange programme on an annual basis  

 
Capital Football  Kanga Cup, Canberra, where spots  are held for AFF to send young referees 

every year  

 
NZ Federations  Up to four referees are travelled  to other federations outside of the Northern 

Region to referee and be viewed  
 

NSW Football  Referee exchange programme ï due to start 2010 currently on hold due to 

issues within Australia  
 

Paul Smith  
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There are other potential partners in the pipeline but like all things finance plays  

a big part in any decision.  

 
We have previously announced in Fulltime  the Brisba ne exchange (Zac Naylor and Martin Neale), 

Kanga Cup (Tom Woo and Liam Lawrence), Stage 2 Academy (Steven Black and Morgan Breuer) 
Stage 3 Academy (Ben Norman, Ben Fairweather and Liam Lawrence). Now it is time to advise the 

NZ Federations visits  arranged so far :  

 

Jonatha n Price ï to Wellington        Cory Mills ï to Napier  
        

  
 

 

 

Chris Wolken ï to Palmerston North   
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Brisbane Exchange  
 
In April we had the pleasure of hosting our friends from Brisbane football, continuing the 
excellent relatio nship that has been built up over the last three years. AFF is extremely grateful to 

Rod Pelosi, Chairman of the NZ Football Referees Committee , whose initial contact with Ted 
Kearney at Brisbane Football led us to this very positive feature of our referee  development 

programme.  

 
The Brissy boys (Referees David Haslett, Matthew Skinner and Coach Avi Cohen) arrived on 

Thursday 22 nd  April to a lovely warm day, by our standards anyway!  
Friday dawned and a trip to the Sky Tower for an aerial view of the Auckla nd  skyline plus visits to 

the grounds they would be officiating on:  

 
Madills Farm ï Eastern Suburbs  

Phyllis Street ï Metro  
Massey Park ï Waiuku  ( yes that ôs right we sent them to the far fl ung corners of our Federation )  

 

Friday night and Saturday afternoon they were all officiating , either running the line at Metro or 
refereeing at  Eastern Suburbs or Waiuku. Avi was coaching at Mt Albert Ponsonby.  

 
The visit is not possible without the assistance of many people both in Brisbane and Auckland.  

In particular we would like to thank the match officials who were involved in the games for  
making our visitors most welcome, Ian Hiscox and Martin Neale who assisted with transport and 

Jane Southgate, (wife of referee Phil Southgate), at the Holiday Inn Auckland Airport who made 

their stay more enjoyable helping with catering.  
 

Sunday dawned an d it was a leisurely car drive to Rotorua and back via Mt Maunganui for dinner 
to showcase our indigenous culture.  

 

Chief Avi Cohen with  
tour guide  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


