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February 2010  

WELCOME TO 2010 FOOTBALL SEAS ON 
Stephen Budai; Chairman 
Auckland Football Federation 
Referees  
 
On behalf of the  Committee,  I express a very  warm 
welcome to all referees  to our federation for the 2010 

football season;  we also welcom e new members and 
referees who have transferred from other federations.  

 

Our vision, as always is to deliver to our referees the best 
on going training and development that we can offer.  

 
Our Monday night training exposes all of us to many 

quality  referee s and their experienced knowledge.  

 
Our aim is not  only  to train referees what to think, but 

more importantly how to think , about the Laws of the 
Game and pri nciples of  personal  observation,  

int erpretation and application of those Laws.  
 

Our aim is the d evelopment of independent thinking and 

judgement calls of the referee.  
 

Each referee must acquire a vivid understanding of the 
game with the further aim of making this special 

knowledge -  instinctive.  

 
The event (the infringement), the decision, the respon se ï whistle, as a connected flow .  

 
When the whistle  and game  has stopped the referee is also ready with the correct phase and  

terminology  from the Laws of the Game, for two reasons.  
 

One to explain to himself/ herself the reason for stopping the game .  

If required, two, explain to play ers what the infringement was.  
 

This  I believe is instinctive knowledge that comes from , training and on going actual experience on the 
field of play.  

I would encourage each referee to make the Monday night training sessi ons a must during the season.  

 
Welcome and h ave a great and successful 2010  season!  

 

Stephen Budai  



 2 

Editor:  Wayne Buchanan  
E-mail:  wayne@goodnews.org .nz  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE RDO:  Paul Smith  

Renewal of 
Membership  
 

Thank you to all those who have 
completed their renewal membership 

application t he committee at its recent 

meeting s have approved  111  renewals and 
15 new member s.  

 
Upon approval every member will receive:  

ö AFF Referees 2010 Handbook 

ö AFF Guidelines for Referees and 
Assistant Referees 2010  

ö AFF Misconduct and Incident Reports 
2010  

 
Plus every new member will receive in 

addition to the above:  

öAFF General Information Booklet for Referees in their first season  
RDO Paul Smith will distribute the booklets either in person, by mail or at the 1 st  general meeting.  

 
A warm welcome to all new member s and those returning in 2010 . 

 

Referee Meetings  
 
Yes it is that time of the year. The winter season is nearly upon us . 

 
1st  Meeting of the Year  
 

8 March 2010  Venue Grafton United Cricket Clubrooms,   7.30pm  
(Monday)  Victoria Park, Halsey Street, Auckland Central  

 
We will be covering Law Changes, Competition Regulations, Appointments  and much more.  

 

Followed by:  
15 March  2010  Practical Training ï Positioning  
(Monday)     

22 March 2010  Practical Training ï The Whistle  
(Monday)  
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29 March 2010  Match Preparation - including game day  
(Monday)  

 

Competition Start D ates  
 
Northern Regional Football League ï 20 th  March 2010  

Premier Division, 1 st  Division, Premier Reserves, 1 st  Division Reserves  
 
AFF Championship Division ï 3 rd  April 2010  

 
Other Senior Leagues ï 10 th  April 2010  

 
Junior and Youth Leagues ï 17 th  April 2010  

 

 

Exchange Programme 2010  
 

The organisation of the first exchange programme for 2010 with Brisbane Football is well under 

way with all details now confirmed.  
 

Brisbane Football Referees will visit us on ANZAC weekend (23/24/25 April).  
 

Auckland Football Referees will visit Brisbane Football from 26 -31 st  May.  

We extend our congratulations to Martin Neale and Zac Naylor on their selection and Iôm sure it 
will be a tremendous experience in the continuing development of their referee careers and 

aspirations.  

                 Martin Neale                           Zac Naylor  
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A warm welcome to new members in 2010  
 

Faiyaz Ali     Level 1 Course 2009  

Mark Buckley     Level 1 Course 2009  
Rajesh Kumar                Level 1 Course 2009  

Mark Moffatt     Level 1 Course 2009  
 

Ian Buller     Level 1 Course in 2010  

Jeremy Ferguson    Level 1 Course in 2010  
Adeeb Ibram     Level 1 Course in 2010  

Peter Lamb     Level 1 Course in 2010  
Ronald Pariyasi    Level 1 Course in 2010  

Ravi Prasad     Level 1 Course in 2010  
John Schipper                Level 1 Course in 2010  

Paul Shelton     Level 1 Course in 2010  

 
Anna -Marie Keighley               From Central Football  

Stuart Lowry     Back from American Samoa (2006)  
Robbie Fletcher    Back from a year off (2009)  

Steven Reid     Back after a year with injury (2009)  

Himan Bhindi     Retu rning from 2008  
 

Glenda Pearce    Non Active Member  
Allan Carbines    Non active to active  

 

Ian Hiscox | Referee Administrator | NRFL  
Office: 09 525 0837 |  Mobile: 027 308 6398  
 

E-mail address   
  
Effe ctive immediately any e -mails relating to football  

shou ld be sent to  ian@aucklandfootball.org.nz  

 NRFL Commencement Dates  
  
The NRFL season commences on the 20th March with a full 

round of fi xtures that weekend.  (9 Premier, 8 1st Division 
and 14 Reserve League games). On Wednesday 24th March 

there is 8 Premier League games being played at 6pm at 
venues around Auckland. From the 27th March onwards the 

games are regular as per the draw. Easter i s the weekend of 

2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th April.  
 Ian Hiscox  

mailto:ian@aucklandfootball.org.nz
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Please urgently advise unavailability to both myself and Stephanie the Federation appointee.  
  

Fitness Tests  
I hope every one has been training as the Pre -season fitness test will be held  on the fo llowing 

date at Mt Smart Stadium . Tests have already been done on the weekend of 27/28 February.  
  

Thursday, March 4th -  Premier League and NZFC officials  (Commences 6pm)  

  
All those whom have been e -mailed previously must pass  the test before being appoin ted to 

middles on the NRFL Premier and 1st Division games (Menôs and Womenôs) or as a Assistant 
Referee on Premier League (Menôs). 

  
If you are unable to attend on that day please ensure you advise Ian Hiscox NRFL Referee 

Administrator . We are trying to or ganise another test for Saturday 13 th  March ï to be confirmed.  

 

NRFL Pre Season S eminar  

 As previously advised the NRFL Seminar will be held at Sport House on Sunday 7th March. It is 

expected that all NRFL officials  from the whole region attend this course  as requested by League 

Management. If you are unable to attend due to being appointed to games by NZ Football or 
Oceania  then  it is imperative that you advise Ian Hiscox urgently. You will be contacted in person 

to make other arrangements to attend anothe r meeting prior to season commencing, probably a 
mid week evening (10th and or 17th March). Confirmation will be sent via separate cover as well.  

  

  
  

AN EVENING WITH KEITH HACKETT:  
By Paul Smith  
 

Keith Hackett former FIFA ref eree and General Manager of  the Professional Game Match Officials 
Board,  in other words the boss of the professional English Premier League refer ees was in town 

on Monday night 22nd February 2010.  
 

Keith is in New Zealand  to speak to referees throughout the country making good his promise to 

return having had to cut short his visit one year ago.  
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Keith was one of the top referees in the world 
and NZ is honoured to have had a man of his 

stature available t o talk to all our referees on a 

wide range of subjects plu s he has a sens ational 
wit and lots of stories to tell.  

 
On Monday night to an audience of about  50, 

including our friends from across the bridge, 

Keith gave a rare insight into the world of t he 
professional referee and the tremendous pressure 

the y operat e under. Any big decision that is 
incorrect i.e. penalty not given, red card not given 

the referee cannot obtain a satisf actory mark for 
the game and it affects their match 

reimbursement. Oh wha t would happen here if 

we did that!!!!!!  

 

The big emphasis on the night is refere es are 
a team and should not be seen to operate in 

isolation fro m the game or each other. It is 
important that referees communicate wi th 

each other, not just on game day.  

 
We all need encouragement, a f riend to talk 

things over with, competitiveness;  we can 
all help eac h other. None of this will work 

though if the referee is not fit, trains  well 
and looks after their own body.  

 

Nutrition, footwear, training sessions, injury 
pr evention, self analysis, polar heart 

monitors are al l essent ial elements that 
every referee should look after/have no 

matter what level of the game you  

operate at.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Keith Hackett in 
full flow  

Stephen Budai presenting Keith 
Hackett with mementos of his  
visit to Auckland  


